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we and our NATO allies can continue to pur-
sue this mission. I look forward to working
with Members of both parties in both Houses
to pass this appropriation soon and to con-
tinuing our mission to free the people of
Kosovo of the oppression to which they have
been subject and meet the conditions which
I have outlined.

Thank you very much.
Q. Mr. President, the lawmakers said that

you haven’t taken ground troops off the table.

Kosovar Refugees
Q. Mr. President, can you reach the refu-

gees in Kosovo, Mr. President—inside
Kosovo—can you reach those refugees, and
does it have to be done by land?

The President. Let me answer that. Well,
the real answer to that question is that it is
a very hard one, and we are working on it.
We are quite concerned about the hundreds
of thousands of refugees in Kosovo. The ones
that are out of Kosovo, there is a big problem
in providing food and housing and medical
care, dealing with the ones that are just dehy-
drated. But at least we are now organized,
and we’re moving on that.

There is a much bigger problem with the
people within Kosovo, and there are any
number of problems with providing aid from
the air. First of all, there is the possibility
that if we airdrop supplies, they won’t actu-
ally get to the refugees, that the Serbian
forces will take them up. Secondly, there is
the problem of risk to our aircraft of going
into Kosovo airspace to try to airdrop the
supplies. So we are looking at both of those
problems and what can be done about them
and what other options we have. It is a huge
problem.

For the last couple of days, we’ve been
working very hard on it. As soon as we have
more to say on it, I’ll be glad to make the
appropriate announcements, and our people
will be at work on it. It is a very large prob-
lem. We’re aware of it. We know what the
obstacles are and we’re doing our best to
overcome them.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:45 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Slobodan Milosevic of

the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and
Montenegro).

Joint United States-China Statement
April 13, 1999

President Clinton and Premier Zhu spoke
this afternoon on the telephone. During the
conversation, they agreed that both sides
should move intensively on negotiations to-
ward resolution of the remaining issues in
their talks on China’s accession to the WTO.
They have agreed to have negotiations con-
tinue by the end of the month in Beijing.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Executive Order 13119—
Designation of Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia (Serbia/Montenegro),
Albania, the Airspace Above, and
Adjacent Waters as a Combat Zone
April 13, 1999

Pursuant to the authority vested in me as
President by the Constitution and laws of the
United States of America, including section
112 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986
(26 U.S.C. 112), I designate, for the purposes
of that section, the following locations, in-
cluding the airspace above such locations, as
an area in which Armed Forces of the United
States are and have been engaged in combat:

— The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia/Montenegro);

— Albania;
— the Adriatic Sea;
— the Ionian Sea north of the 39th par-

allel.
For the purposes of this order, I designate

March 24, 1999, as the date of the com-
mencement of combatant activities in such
zone.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 13, 1999.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 15, 1999]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on April 16.
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